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Key Concepts

Why is Diffusion of Innovations (DOI) 
important?

Diffusion vs. Dissemination

Key Concepts

Passive

Diffusion
 unplanned

 informal

 Horizontally mediated by 
peers and social networks

CONTINUUM

Active

Dissemination
 Planned

 Formal

 Centralized

 Vertical hierarchies

Key Concepts

 3 General Pathways of Active Dissemination:

Stages of the Diffusion Process Characteristics of the Innovation



Characteristics of Adapters

Rogers, 1983

1. Innovators

2. Early adopters

3. Early majority 
adopters

4. Late majority 
adopters

5. Laggards

Features of Settings

Features of settings and organizations can 
influence the diffusion process:

Geographical settings

Societal culture

Political conditions

Globalization and uniformity

Applications in Health Promotion Applications in Health Promotion

Advantages Limitations and Challenges



The Tipping Point: Creating a Social Epidemic In Summary

Thanks!

Questions?


