
Undertaking an analysis of theories and concepts related to issues and interventions
Part 1: Understanding the issue and processes of influence/change

Michael Goodstadt

Understanding of
the issue

nature
extent
origins,
determinants,
factors,
influences

Is there a conceptual
theory/framework/model

(CF) that identifies & shows
relationships among
concepts, constructs,

factors, etc.?

YES

How explicit/implicit is
the CF?

The CF is explicitly
stated (maybe with a
visual portrayal–“logic
model”)

The CF (or parts of
the CF) can be
inferred from:

descriptions of the
issue
the programmatic
response to the
issue

NO Can a CF be inferred? YES

NO

Develop a fully
explicit CF based on

existing theory,
evidence, & values

What concepts, constructs, beliefs,
assumptions, ideas etc. are involved in
the CF?

To what extent is the CF linked to:
values--which?
pre-existing theories, etc.–what are
these?
existing evidence–what evidence?



Undertaking an analysis of theories and concepts related to issues and interventions
Part 2: Understanding the response to the issue

Michael Goodstadt

Understanding the
response to the issue

relationships to
understanding of
issue
underlying process
of change
mechanisms of
change
expected outputs,
outcomes, impacts

Is there a conceptual theory/
framework/model (CF) re. responding
to the issue?

Underlying processes of change?
Processes of influence?
Action plan?

YES

How explicit/implicit is
the CF?

The CF is explicitly
stated (maybe with a
visual portrayal–“logic
model”)

The CF (or parts of
the CF) can be
inferred from:

the programmatic
response to the
issue

What concepts, constructs, beliefs,
assumptions, ideas etc. are involved in
the CF?

To what extent is the CF linked to:
values--which?
pre-existing theories, etc.–what are
these?
existing evidence–what evidence?

NO Can a CF be inferred? YES

NO

Develop a fully
explicit CF based on

existing theory,
evidence, & values

Is the CF (theory) of the
response related to the

CF (theory) of the issue?

YES

NO
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